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Dear Friends,

I remember well the Christmas dinners at school and the joy and 
excitement of the occasion, not just because of the turkey and 
roast potatoes but more especially because of the Christmas 
pudding. Many of you will remember the tradition of putting a 
sixpence in the Christmas pudding, before cooking, so that some 
lucky person would find it when they tucked in.  At school we 
would eagerly anticipate our dessert to discover whether we had 
been fortunate enough to get a sixpence (I don’t think I ever did) 
and if we found one we would stand on our chair whilst everyone 
clapped and cheered.  (It wouldn’t be allowed nowadays under 
health and safety!)

For children that monetary bonus in the pudding added an extra 
mystique to an already special dessert.  Imagine the scene – 
a couple of hundred children carefully examining their pud, 
searching each mouthful before swallowing.  The concentration 
was immense as we diligently explored our bowls, digging deeply 
in the hope of the ultimate prize.

With Christmas, too, it pays look more deeply into things.  We 
can, of course simply enjoy the material elements of Christmas 
– parties, decorations, food, get-togethers and the like – or we 
can delve further into what this season is really all about.  What 
can we learn from the shepherds and the wise men, from Joseph 
and the innkeeper, from the events leading up to the manger 
and stable and the events that followed?  The more we look the 
more we’ll discover - the full wonder of what God has done and 
continues to do becoming increasingly clear.  

So don’t hurry through Christmas with barely a second thought. 
The story of the baby born in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years 
ago was, at that time, a message of hope for people in real 
situations in the real world and it still is today for us.

During December we have a plethora of services for both the 
young and the not so young.  Beginning with the Christingle 
service, and Christmas Tree festival through to Carol Services 
and the family fun of the Wassail to the beauty and wonderment 
of the Midnight Service and the joy of the services on Christmas 
day.  So this Christmas look deeply - pause, like Mary, and ponder 
what it all might mean.

May you, and all those you love, find peace in the season of 
Advent and joy this Christmas.

Yours in Christ
Jean Saddington - Team Vicar

     The 
         Vicar 

Writes...

‘But Mary 
treasured all 
these words and 
pondered them 
in her heart.’  

Luke 2.19
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BROADMAYNE PLASTERING  

Contact: STEVE LARGE on 
01305 851782 or 07989 332883

• external rendering works including self  
   coloured render systems

  • damp proofing tanking systems 

     • woodworm control (10-30yr guarantees)

       • taking down old ceilings and reboarding 

     • taking up old concrete floors and relaying

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

SPECIALISING IN INTERNAL PLASTERING WORKS
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