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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
LATEST JOB VACANCIES

A 17th Century Georgian House, set in the idyllic village of Winterborne St Martin.

Park House has a dedicated team to provide residential care for up to 20 residents, 
with 20 single rooms, 19 with En-suite facilities. The home is small enough to offer 
a truly homely atmosphere and believes wholeheartedly in the motto “Home is 
where the heart is”.

We also offer a wide range of quality Home Care services.

Visit www.parkhousecare.org 
to find out more.
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FLEXIBLE CARE
In your home and when you need it...

Experienced in care of the elderly
CRB checked • Fully insured

First Aid qualified • References available

To find out more please call Antonia Cook
Tel: 01305 889499 or Mobile: 07813 196 958

JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

• A leaky tap to a complete bathroom suite
• Wall & floor tiling
• Painting & Decorating
• DIY building and repairs
• and more - just ask!

AM PM Plumbing & House Maintenance 
When you need a helping hand...
No job too small...

Location: Martinstown and 
surrounding areas.

Qualified Plumber and 
experienced General Builder.

Please call Mark for a free estimate on: 01305 784623 or Mob: 07572110799
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE

Tel: 01305 889547 • Email: martinstownvillagestore@gmail.com •                     Martinstown Village Store

Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
MON-FRI 8am to 5.30pm
WEDS 8am to 2.00pm 
SAT 8.30am to 4.00pm 
SUN 9.30am to 12.30pm

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available

Your village shop is an important resource to 
Martinstown so don’t forget to pop in and say hello...

Where else can you pick up everyday essentials like 
bread, milk, fresh fruit and vegetables along with a 
stamp or two! Plus we offer free cash withdrawals, a 
library and crafty items along side our dry cleaning & 
photocopying service.

Hope to see you soon.  Karen Barrett
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EDITORIAL in VALLEY & VALENCE 
It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft Word etc.) 
with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address below.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

ADVERTISING
To advertise, please apply, giving your contact details & invoice address.
Current rates & specifications enquiries and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, The Barnhouse, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

featured in this issue...
M

AR
CH

 20
19

– 4 –

VALLEY VALENCE&

V    V&

Front cover main image by Ruth Thatcher ©2019. 

info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Vicar Writes...                                           6
Church Calendar                  7
Martinstown Village Hall Notice Board 10 
Valley Club NEWS      12 
The Defenestrations of Prague etc.  - Terry Hearing 14
Abbas & Steepleton Parish Council Meeting 16 
Fran’s Diary 19
Transport Timetable 21

CONTRIBUTORS WANTED
If you have a story to tell, an interesting anecdote or 
some news that you would like to share with others, 
please send them in - and don’t forget to send photos!
Graham Herbert, Editor – Tel: 01305 889786
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What does Lent mean to you?  Giving up chocolate or alcohol 
perhaps? Or is it taking up something – chartiable work, a Lent 
course or spiritual reading?   Personnally I aim to do a mixture 
of those things, but whatever personal approach we take 
during Lent it is at the very least a time for reflection.  

The church views Lent as a penitential time, a time to 
contemplate on our lives, our faith and the state of the world.  
But it needn’t be all doom and gloom.  There is at this time of 
year a wonderful juxtaposition between the dark and cold and 
the wonders that are all around us seen in new growth and 
new life.

So in the season of Lent it would seem a good time to 
ask oursleves, “Do I look forward with hope or fear, with 
anticipation or dread?“ 

Our faith constantly takes a battering as we experience great 
personal sadnesses or we despair at what we see happening 
in the world.   We may feel a bit like the exiled people in the Old 
Testament who were forced to leave their own land for another 
strange land that they didn’t understand.  One of the difficulties 
for the exiled people was their inability to see outside of 
themselves, to imagine what it might be like beyond this time 
of grieving to a time of newness.  They couldn’t worship God 
in a strange land, all they could do was sit by the rivers of 
Babylon and weep.

There are times when we too can feel like an exiled people, 
suffering a similar internalisation of despair, as we witness the 
problems the world faces or experience difficulties in our own 
lives.  

The church’s call and our personal call is to permit newness, 
and it must start with us allowing ourselves, in humility 
before God, to be renewed in the spirit so that we can offer 
our witness to the world of hope and the promise of God’s 
kingdom.  The hope God gives us is a confidence in the future 
based upon our present experience of his love.  We do not 
know the precise details of what that future holds, nor do we 
need to know but we do have the assurance that God is at work 
in our lives, and that one day his purpose will be fulfilled.

We begin Lent with the wonderfully contemplative Ash 
Wednesday service (on 6th March at 7 pm at St Martin’s) and 
over the following 6 weeks there are various Lent events on 
offer to sustain us and help us grow spiritually.  So we should 
take time for reflection this Lent and allow God to enter into 
our lives. 

Giving up chocolate is good – offering up hope is life-sustaining.

Yours in Christ
Jean, Team Vicar

  The 
Vicar 

writes....

“Do I look 
forward 
with hope 
or fear, with 
anticipation 
or dread?”
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence                                                                                

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Canon Thomas Woodhouse (01305 267944)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Sundays 
Please only contact her for urgent matters on other days.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish 
church retains its own local church committee.
Churchwardens   –   Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),  Joy Parsons (889611)
PCC Hon. Secretary   –   Alison Crawford (889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   –   Bruce Robertson

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they 
would welcome being told when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as 
permission of the person involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith 
(01305 889476)

 

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                                        MARCH  2019

SUNDAY 3 MARCH – NEXT BEFORE LENT
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

SUNDAY 10 MARCH – 1st OF LENT
08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)   Martinstown
09.30  Holy Communion    Compton Valence
11.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Steepleton

SUNDAY 17 MARCH – 2nd OF LENT
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

SUNDAY 24 MARCH – 3rd OF LENT
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown 
17.00  Church@5    Martinstown

SUNDAY 31 MARCH – MOTHERING SUNDAY
11.00  Family Service    Winterbourne Abbas
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Sun 24th March at 5pm
St Martin’s Church, Martinstown
An informal service centred on worship, prayer and 
the bible. We will begin with light refreshments, 
followed by music led worship at 5.15.

All welcome

A SILENT SPACE
On the first Tuesday of each month we commence the time by reading the names, the cause of 

death and the nationality of 10 refugees that have died during the last 25 years. This is followed by 
20 minutes of silence, broken by a canticle.

We invite you to join this multi faith group as we come together in St. Martin’s Church, 
Please join us and bring some poetry or prose.

Jo Lacy-Smith 01305 889476

Quiet Day at the Quiet Space in Poundbury
Saturday 6th April 2019  Refreshments from 10.30am.

Revd. Rosemary Bassett will lead on two paintings by Sieger Koder:
“The Washing of the Feet” and “The Last Supper”.

The day will end with tea, coffee and cake at 3pm - 3.30pm.
Please bring a Bible, notebook, pen and packed lunch.

E-mail: Caroline on carolineellerby@phonecoop.coop or ring 01305 459622 to book a place.
No charge but donations on the day welcome.

Messy Church is on the 30th March (Mother’s Day) 
10.30 till 1pm at Winterbourne Abbas church.
The vigil for refugees will be on Tuesday 5th March at 6pm at 
Martinstown Church. We continue to read some of the names 
of those who have died and listen to a few of their stories- as 
well as sit in silence for 20 mins.

Jo Lacy-Smith  01305 889476

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can 
‘like’ and ‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 
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Lent Lunches
We shall be offering lunches again this year in the Village Hall on Fridays during Lent. The 
lunches will consist of home-made soup and roll with tea or coffee and will cost just £4.00. 
Proceeds, after expenses have been paid, will be donated to the Weymouth Food Bank and the 
Holiday Lunch Club Scheme. Lunches will be served at 12.30pm on 15, 22 and 29 March and 
12 April. All are welcome: booking is not required. 

Death Café
Death is the last taboo and many people feel uncomfortable talking to their family about this 
subject.  However death will come to us all.  For the fourth year, United Church Dorchester are 
holding a Death Café.  Here you will be able to talk to funeral directors, a solicitor about wills, 
probate and lasting powers of attorney and find out about a woodland burial.  Age UK Dorchester, 
the Weldmar Hospice and Cruse bereavement counselling will also be there to answer questions.  
Rev Brenda Stephenson will be available, as well as Director of Music Heather Reed.  This is an 
opportunity to ask those questions that have been worrying you, talk to organisations about what 
you should do to prepare, how to help others before death and through the grieving process.  

The event is on Saturday March 16th from 10am to 12 noon in the United Church hall, South Street, 
Dorchester.  Refreshments will be available, as well as lots of chocolate cake.  

Everyone is very welcome.  

SPRINGTIME MUSICAL CELEBRATION        

St Thomas Church, Compton Valence
on Friday 26th April 2019

Doors open 6pm. 
Concert begins at 6.30pm

Richard Godfrey  -  Organist
Elizabeth Denham  -  Mezzo Soprano

Peter Lea-Cox   -  Keyboard
Will entertain with a programme 

including Vivaldi, JS Bach and Schubert.

Tickets £7.50
Advance booking tel 01308 482782 

or on the door

Donation bar from 6pm
In aid of Church Fabric Fund

A service of 
Holy Communion 

and the 
Imposition of Ashes

7 pm 
Wednesday, 6th March

St Martin’s Church
Martinstown

Lent begins - 
A time of reflection
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The                    Notice Board

Chairperson: Jane Jones – Tel: 01305 889202 
Bookings: Ann Matthews – Tel: 889248 or email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group   10.00am - 12noon   Contact: Lizzie Walden - Tel: 07949 639011

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts   5.30pm - 7.30pm   Contact: Sue Gower - Tel: 01305 889388

Valley Club   7.30pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Pat Willets - Tel: 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)  

TUESDAY
Botanical Art Group   9.30am - 12.30pm   Contact: Geoff Roberts - Tel: 01305 815735
(term times only)

Dance Group   2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Badminton   7.30pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Trevor Elliot - Tel: 01305 267897

WEDNESDAY
Pilates 9.30am - 10.30pm   Contact: Sammie McFarland  
  - Tel: 07807 090013

Chair-based Exercise  11.15am - 12.30pm   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce  
  - Tel: 01308 281882

W.I.   6.45pm - 9.00pm   Contact: Jan Griffiths - Tel: 01305 889738
(2nd Wednesday in month)

Beginners Dance  8.00pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

THURSDAY
Art Group  10.00pm - 1.00pm   Contact: Teresa Blades - Tel: 01305 889947

Dance Group  2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

FRIDAY
Keep Fit Class   10.15am - 11.30am   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce 
  - Tel: 01308 281882

Bingo   7.00pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248
(Every other Friday)



– 11 –– 10 –

Martinstown Women’s Institute

Martinstown Women’s Institute                                                                 MARCH  2019

Diets were abandoned at our meeting in February 
when we sampled  some delicious cakes baked 
by members – the winner was Katie Wilkinson’s 
coconut and date cake.   Artistic skills were 
demonstrated as we  decorated cup cakes and 
biscuits.  

On 13th March 
we will have a 
talk from local 

ex-policeman Alan Jenkins 
on “Terrorism, Extremism 
and Radicalisation”.  This 
will be an Open Meeting – all 
visitors welcome at 7 pm in 
the Village Hall.  

Angela Barrett - Secretary
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Our next Valley Club event will be on Monday 
March 18th 2019, with our AGM  at 7.45pm, 
followed by a presentation at 8.00pm by Rod 
Harris on “Portland Spies”.  Membership fees 
of £8 per person for the forthcoming year will 
be due at this meeting.  

Our annual visit to Poundbury Garden 

The                     Notice Board cont.

To book the hall, contact: 
Ann Matthews -Tel: 01305 889248

Email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

VALLEY CLUB NEWS

Centre this year will be on Monday 8th April, 
starting at 6.45pm, where you can get a 25% 
discount on everything you buy.  This is an 
ideal opportunity to stock up on plants and 
accessories for your garden, so do make a note 
of this date in your diaries.  

Pat Willetts  - Tel. 568458

        
FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 2019 DATES: 

All are very welcome to our monthly Community lunches in the Village Hall 

which are mostly held on the first Friday of the month.  Dates are:

1st March, 5th April (this will be a Lent Lunch menu), 3rd May, 7th June, 

5th July, 6th September, 1st November, 6th December. 

In October, there will be a Harvest Supper instead of village lunch, date TBC.   

To book, please telephone Ced on 889438.

We are always pleased to hear from people who’d like to be involved in any way, 

from cooking to laying tables.  Please contact Jan on 889738 if you’d like to be 

involved – we do enjoy ourselves as well as work! 

Dear all...
The server I was using for my website, martinstownnews.webplus.net has now been shut down, 
and so I can no longer redirect people from that to www.martinstown-news.co.uk.

I was also using it for occasional posts on valley wildlife and environmental topics, this I have now  
transferred to: winterbornewildlife.blogspot.com. There are around fifty members of Dorset 
Wildlife Trust in Martinstown plus severel others who are interested in our wildlife so I feel there are 
enough to keep the blog going, but I am not sure how many are aware of the change over. 

Best wishes, John Elliott
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Meeting the Queen Mother...                                                             by Maureen Marchant  

Terry Hearing’s account of his visit to 
Buckingham Palace (V&V February 2019) 
brought to life my own memories that have 
long lain dormant for a great many years.

They concern the disbanding of the Women’s 
Land Army and the Timber Corps. when for 
some unknown reason I was amongst those 
chosen to represent Hampshire and journey to 
London – well out of my usual comfort zone.

Our overnight accommodation was in a 
building where the blitzed locals had rested 
in tiers of bunk beds, we were also given 
breakfast.

As we were scheduled to march from 
Wellington Barracks to Buckingham Palace 
there was a ‘crash course’ laid on to ensure 
that we all kept in step (ha ha!). Some were 
naturals whilst others, like myself, had the 
proverbial ‘two left feet’. So we duly arrived at 
the Inner Courtyard for our formal disbanding 
under the watchful eye of the Queen Mother. 
After waiting for what seemed like an eternity, 
we could have done with a cup of tea to avoid 
hypothermia. 

If I remember rightly our event had the 
misfortune to coincide with the christening 
of Prince Charles. Was it worth it? Absolutely 
YES! as those wonderful eyes of the Queen 

Mother made one feel she was looking 
especially at you.

On leaving the Palace I was fortunately met 
by my sister who took me off to restore my 
equilibrium with that much-needed cup of tea!

After that came a course at an Agricultural 
College followed by managing a dairy herd at 
Clandon – more royal visits too. 

                                                           Such is life!

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND, MARTINSTOWN 
Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd June 2019
  
Next summer is Open Gardens year for the village. The biannual fund raiser needs your 
support to be a success. Most important it needs your garden to be open for visitors. 
Big or small - not the issue, numbers count to make the event work so please consider 
allowing your garden to be open. Never done it before? Worried about the issues? The 
VILLAGE HALL committee members will answer any questions. 

We need lots of gardens open - can you help the cause?
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A businessman called William Whiteway living 
in Dorchester in the early 17th century kept 
a diary from 1618 to 1635. The manuscript 
volume survives in the British Library, and was 
transcribed and printed by the Dorset Record 
Society nearly thirty years ago.

Whiteway was only 19 years old when he 
began his chronicle. It is amazing how from the 
outset he records not only personal matters 
but Dorchester news, County gossip, national 
politics and even international crises. Four 
hundred years ago the ‘media’ as we know 
them did not exist, and news was passed on 
largely by word of mouth by travellers or from 
the pulpit.

At this time England was divided between 
those who wanted to maintain a traditional link 
to Europe by keeping many of the practices 
of the Catholic church, those who wanted a 
clean break with the past and a new ‘Puritan’ 
reform, and those who wanted to go back to 
the wholly Catholic past and subservience to 
Rome. Does this sound faintly familiar in 2019? 
The big difference is that decisions were not 
democratic, and being on the ‘wrong’ side 
could cost you your fortune, your liberty or 
even your life.

In December 1618 “It was reported that there 
was a great stir in Bohemia about choosing 
them a king…”. So what, you might think…
but Whiteway quickly establishes the main 
issue “...who it is hoped shalbe a Protestant”. 
The favoured candidate was a German prince, 
who happened to be the son-in-law of the 
King of England and Scotland, James I and 
VI. The religious issue was dominant, in that 
Europe was still 
fundamentally 
divided by the 100-
year old Reformation 
and the break-up of 
the Catholic Church. 
Associated with, and 
fuelled by, religion, 
was the international 
struggle for power.

The ruling class in 
Bohemia (the Czech 
Republic today) 

were facing a power-grab by the Catholic 
Emperor who controlled central Europe. He 
sent emissaries to Prague to impose his choice 
for King, and they were greeted in a traditional 
manner by being thrown out of a seventy-foot 
high window of the castle. This event is known 
as the ‘Defenestrations of Prague’.  The victims 
survived – depending on your point of view 
either by being caught in the arms of angels or 
by landing on the castle dung-heap.

The Protestant prince duly arrived with his 
British wife Princess Elizabeth, and they were 
crowned as King and Queen of Bohemia on 
Michaelmas Day (September 29th ) 1619. The 
Emperor immediately took action and invaded 
Bohemia. As William Whiteway noted in his 
Diary, in March 1620 ‘There was by order from 
the King a Drumme beaten in London for all 
voluntaries to the number of 2000 that would 
go to the succor of the King of Bohemia’. A 
collection was initiated across the country, and 
Whiteway says 200 pounds was contributed 
in Dorchester. The Emperor’s general Count 
Bucqoy won a great victory at the Battle of the 
White Mountain in 1620. The royal couple fled 
to England, where they became known as the 
‘Winter King and Queen’, since that was how 
long they had lasted. Sanctuary they had, but 
King James was in no position to challenge the 
might of the Emperor. 

The Bohemian crisis began what became 
known to history as the ‘Thirty Years War’, 
which was a series of conflicts between 
the rising nation states, involving religious, 
economic and colonial rivalries. Mostly it was 
fought out in Germany, and caused widespread 

economic 
distress. Britain 
played little part, 
since this country 
was heavily 
involved in its 
own political and 
religious disputes 
which led to the 
Civil War: but 
by that time, 
Whiteway had 
died at the age 
of 36. 

The Defenestrations of Prague etc.                                                        by Terry Hearing  
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Martinstown Mileaters OUT & ABOUT                                                                     by Nick Priddle

No doubt the founder Mileaters will view our 
efforts with disdain for it has taken us 2 years 
to only reach Weymouth in our attempt at The 
Dorset Coast Path. Well, we have now reached 
Osmington Mills - that is to say 7 of us (and Molly 
& Floppy) now have !

Parking up at “The Smugglers” the day began 
well when we found the ticket machine to 
be broken (Mileaters 2, Ticket machine nil). 
Over the hill to Osmington village, the bus duly 
arrived and deposited us at The Kings Statue, 
Molly enjoying her first bus ride.

With no one tempted to brave the waters of 

Mileaters engage in a spot of ‘smuggling’...

Weymouth Bay, we marched the length of The 
Esplanade and soon reached Bowleaze Cove; 
a pleasure to reach the countryside at last. So 
followed a fine undulating walk with the sound 
of the waves below, passing Redcliff Point, the 
PGL Camp (Lesley could not break in to sample 
the zipwire) and onwards over Black Head (did 
anyone spot that?). From here it was all downhill 
with the attractions of “The Smugglers” 
awaiting us.

Despite recent forecasts, the sun shone on us, 
even if it was rather sticky underfoot at times.

 Next stop, Lulworth Cove? 
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At the recent meeting of the Parish Council, 
attention was drawn to an increase of ‘dog 
fouling’ - especiallin areas of Winterbourne 
Steepleton. Please will those in charge of 
a dog act responsibly and pick up poo left 
by their dogs, take it home or dispose of it 
in the waste bins provided. The dog warden 
has been informed and is authorised to levy 
an on-the-spot penalty to those who fail to 
comply.

Meetings have been held with 
representatives of the Highways Authority 
and Oliver Letwin MP with the objective 

Winterbourne Abbas and Steepleton Parish Council

of trying to reduce the speed that vehicles 
are driven along roads in the villages. The 
possibility of reducing the 30mph limit to a 
20mph limit through built-up areas of the 
vilages is being discussed and might be a 
possibility. The matter is on-going.

The Parish Council was very disappointed to 
learn that the bus shelter in Winterbourne 
Abbas is being used as a toilet and is 
generally being mis-used. The PSCO has 
been informed and if you have information 
regarding those responsible, please contact 
her or inform the Parish Council.

If you haven’t already started, it’s time to get out those 
seed catalogues and recipe books, not to mention working 
on all of those wonderful crafting ideas, as the annual 
Garden and Craft Show will be upon us before you know 
it!  The date for your diaries is Sunday 18th August and 
we’ll be getting the schedule out to you soon.  

One of our most popular classes is for the greatest weight 
of potatoes grown from a single tuber, which we’ll 
supply.  Richard Benson is the person to contact to 
get hold of yours – he can be reached on 889466.

You might also like to be thinking about the photography 
class, for which this year’s title is ‘Extraordinary Weather’.

We had a wonderful show last year, with a record number 
of amazing entries, which has enabled us to make a 
donation to The Winterbourne Valley Community Trust, 
formerly The Blanchard Trust, our own local charity, 
helping people along the valley.  

We’re looking forward to a good growing season 
producing plenty of fruit, flowers and vegetables, a 
groaning table of delicious cookery entries and the chance 
to admire the skills of our craftspeople. Good luck to all!

Garden and Craft Show 
SUNDAY 18th August 2019 at Martinstown Village Hall.

M A R T I N S T O W N

ING
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FILM NIGHT at the BREWERS ARMS
Thurs 21st March 2019 at 7.15: 

HOUSEBOAT
Starring: Cary Grant and Sophia Loren

13.00pm  - TO MARTINSTOWN
Start - A-Line Office
1st Drop-off - Mallards Green
2nd Drop-off - Manor Grove
3rd Drop-off - Village Shop

Manor Grove Communal Hall • EVERY THURSDAY • 10.30am -12.00

Entrance: 50p to include cake and biscuits  •  ALL WELCOME

COFFEE MORNING

Martinstown Scout Group
                                       Indoor and outdoor activities for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

Meeting Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm (Beavers),  6.15pm - 7.30pm (Cubs & Scouts) 

• Martinstown Village Hall   For more information call SUE GOWER - Cub Leader on 01305 

889388 or 07800 537722 • Adult helpers sought (no previous experience necessary).

10.00am - TO DORCHESTER
1st Pickup - Mallards Green
2nd Pickup - Manor Grove
3rd Pickup - Village Shop
Finish - A-Line Office, Dorchester

A-LINE TAXI  SHUTTLESERVICE
Mondays & Fridays ONLY

A-Line Taxis: 01305 264747 to book

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on:

Monday 25 March 2019 
Full Parish Council Meeting dates all at
NEW time of 7.00pm at the Parish Office

Monday 29 April 2019

T h e  O l d  R e a d i n g  R o o m ,  M a r t i n s t o w n

Be sure to visit the Parish Council website at: www.martinstown-news.co.uk/the-parish-council
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All are very welcome to attend the Trust’s Annual 
Meeting, to meet the trustees and find out more 
about our very own  local community charity.

Agenda for the Annual Meeting 
to be held at 7 pm on Friday 1st March 2019 
at Martinstown Village Hall

1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Minutes of the last A.M.  (26/2/18)
4. Matters arising from the minutes
5. Chairman’s report
6. Treasurer’s report & presentation of accounts
7. Election of Officers 
8. Any other business
9. Date of the next meeting

THE WINTERBOURNE VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FUND

Formerly THE BLANCHARD TRUST
Well, it’s 2019 already and the date of our departure 
seems a lot closer this side of Christmas!

Unfortunately we have had to cancel our upcoming 
quiz on the 15th March due to other commitments. 
We hope to run some more fundraising before we 
leave so watch this space for updates.

A big thank you to everyone who has supported us in 
our recent fundraising, it is ALL greatly appreciated, 
but an especially huge thank you should go to 
Monica for kindly volunteering to wash up at our 
recent breakfast morning.

The sweet jar in The Brewers was won by Josh 
McCourtie. The Christmas hamper raffle (also held 
in The Brewers) and our recent breakfast morning 
has raised over £300 for which we are both really 
grateful. We would also like to thank Ben & Leanne 
once again for their continued support, without 
which a lot of our fundraising would not be possible.

Please keep an eye out for other upcoming events, it 
would be great to see you all again before we leave!

Explorer Scouts, Charlie Dovey & 
Archie Lloyd - UPDATE

The Valley & Valence 

NEEDS
YOU!

From July, I shall be retiring from 
producing the Parish Magazine and it 

DESPERATELY needs someone to keep 
it running. There are only THREE more 

issues left between now and when I stop.

Please give it some thought, and consider 
taking over - for more information, 
phone me on: 01305 889786 

or email: 
info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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So once again our community ‘Panto in 3 weekends’ has taken place. 

The dress rehearsal, as often happens, was a bit of a shambles but the polished matinee 
and evening performances played to two full houses and were enjoyed by both audiences 
much to the delight of the players.  As to the future... perhaps in two years time ‘Panto in 
3 weekends’ may be back!

In the meantime Artsreach is still there 
to entertain us...

On Saturday 23 March at 7.30  the 
comic theatre company Last Chance 
Saloon presents a double bill entitled, 
“Curse of the Mummy” plus 
“Sherlock Holmes & the Blue 
Carbuncle” suitable for ages 12+. 

Tickets available from Jan Griffiths 
on: 01305  889738.

                                                         Finally...
                                                         something totally different 
                                                          concerning the slicks of mud and slurry that was scattered 
                                                           throughout Martinstown. 

                                                            Thanks to certain members of the Parish Council – the 
                                                            transport of the slurry that was causing this mess, has now  
                                                             been rearranged so this problem may not arise again. 

                                                              One hopes!

Fran’s Diary                                                                                                   by Fran Taylor

© Alex Brenner - Last Chance Saloon - Curse of the Mummy
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Dorset Police  –  Safer Neighbourhood Team
                       

V I L L A G E  H A L L 100 CLUB DRAW

JANUARY 2019 
 £25 - Carol Whitty  

£10 - Christine Mooney
£5 - Maureen Marchant

FEBRUARY 2019
£25 - Edward Russell 

£10 - Peter and Hazel Hayles
£5 - Thomas Johannes

Martinstown Draw Compton Valence Draw

Dorchester Rural Neighbour Hood Policing Team
Sgt 1824 Ged Want • PC 0229 Pete Moore • PCSO 6230 Dan Gent • PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher

To contact us please either:
tel: 999 – emergency    •     tel: 101 – non emergency number

email – Dorchester-Rural-NPT@Dorset.Police.uk

Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

MARCH 2019

7th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food
21st (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

For more info contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

14th (Thursday)  - recycling and food
28th (Thursday)  - recycling and food  

8th (Friday)  - garden waste                 22nd (Friday)          - garden waste         

Meet your local Neighbourhood Policing Team 2018
at Martinstown Shop & Post Office 2nd Wed every month  •  11.00 -11.30

If you cannot make this but would still like to speak with us please contact: 
101 or email: Dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.pnn.police.uk

Rosemary Rogers Catering
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders
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Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, 
Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset
www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave or April on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145

Contact: Graham Herbert on 01305 889786 or 
email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk for more information.
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All aspects of Painting and Decorating, 
Interior and Exterior

30 years experience  •  FREE estimates

Tel: 01305 834713  •  Mobile: 07929 992201 
email: albion111@aol.com

GARY BILTCLIFFE
–  DECORATOR –

Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com
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LITTLEWOOD LOGS
Call Hugo on: 07775 903226 or email: townhillfarming@btconnect.com • www.littlewoodlogs.co.uk

Seasoned, 
barn stored 
and guaranteed 
dry logs.

Delivered FREE 
in dumpy bags.

There’s nothing like a roaring fire...
bag of kindling 

with first order!

FREE

Mobile: 
07768 381166

GOLDCOMBE 
EQUESTRIAN
– D.I.Y. Livery –

enquiries@goldcombefarm.co.uk

Telephone: 
01305 880161

M A R T I N S T O W N

Assisted livery available
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ADVERTISE
your business here

For just £12.00 per issue - for a third page,
or just £18.00 per issue - for a half page,
or just £35.00 per issue - for a full page.

(plus FREE advert design, if required).

Contact: Graham Herbert on 01305 889786 or 

email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk for more information.
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Contact: Chris Hudson-Cook 
T: 01305 839 087
M: 07881 535 262
E: chc50@hotmail.co.uk

Loft Conversions, Extensions, Kitchens, 
Velux/Skylight Windows, Roofing, Dry Lining, 
Tiling, Garden Decking/Fencing & Carpentry, 

Flood Damage Repairs

ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153
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Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

A family business providing a dignified, 
professional and caring 24 hour service.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.

Members of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide

Down House, Widcombe Street, 
Poundbury, DORCHESTER, DT1 3BS

T: 01305 753533
www.dorchesterfunerals.com



– 33 –– 32 –



– 35 –– 34 –

JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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